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Hello GrowZone Parents!

Thanks for checking out our online resource and walking your family through this week’s 
Trackers of Faith lesson. Read Ephesians 4:1–16. The lesson today will be more difficult 
to understand, but the important thing is that we are introducing the children to the idea 
that all are called to be a part of the ministry of the church, regardless of what role you are 
called to take. Paul’s description of the five gifts Christ gave to the church is the focus of 
our lesson: apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds, and teachers. Though all are given 
different spiritual gifts, they are a bit different in that they are specifically for the building 
up of the church. Though many think these are only given to a select few, it would appear 
that they are being given to the whole church, which means they are for everyone— 
children included. The names and titles may be difficult for children, but the general idea 
of having a role in the church is the objective. We are following Jesus in order to lead 
others to follow Jesus, and the Holy Spirit gives us gifts to be able to do that better. 

MEMORY VERSE
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV)

From here - we will walk you through exactly what to do, scripture to read, videos to 
watch, and even worship song links to play. Continue to follow along as we dive into 
today’s lesson. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Greg

Start the video now and use the following prompts to help guide you.

WORSHIP
Call To Worship
Our call to worship is something we do each week before we worship in order to focus our 
hearts as we get to sing together. We would love to invite you to do this as you begin your 
time in the lesson.

Host/Parent Say: Just one thing!
Child Say: What thing?
Host/Parent Say: Live worthy!
Child Say: Live worthy of what? 
Host/Parent Say: The Gospel!
Child Say: What is that?
Everyone Say: Jesus came, died, and rose again, making a way to GOD!

https://youtu.be/d_yGnab_Ku8
http://Start the video now and use the following prompts to help guide you. 


LESSON
GrowZone Truths
Our GrowZone Truths are statements about God’s character and love for us that we 
recite each week as a reminder. These are simple statements, not simple that they aren’t 
important. But simple that they are easy for us to remember so that when we leave here, 
we can share them with others so they can also know how much God loves them and how 
much He wants us to love him.

Host/Parent Say: God loves me and made me…
Child Say: I am a child of God.
Host/Parent Say: Jesus died for my sins…
Child Say: I am forgiven. 
Host/Parent Say: Jesus is always with me…
Child Say: I have nothing to fear.
Host/Parent Say: I am called by Jesus…
Child Say: To love others.
Host/Parent Say: God gives us joy…
Child Say: So I will have fun! 

TEACHING
READ: Ephesians 4:1–16

ASK: What are some ways we can serve God?

ASK: Do we all serve God the same way?

SAY: In our Scripture lesson for today, we are going to hear about how God, through the 
Holy Spirit, gives different ways for us to serve God. There are five specific ministry jobs. 
Let’s see if you hear them all while we read it: 

READ: And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ. 
(Ephesians 4:11–12 ESV) 

ASK: Can you remember the five ways people can serve God?

SAY: The apostle Paul wrote these words to tell us about how we can serve God. These 
are not the only ways, but these are five important positions in the community of Jesus 
followers we call the church. 

SAY: One way to remember these names is to remember the word A-P-E-S-T.
 • Apostles
 • Prophets
 • Evangelists
 • Shepherds



 • Teachers 

ASK: Have you ever heard of any of those before?

SAY: An apostle is someone who is sent to share the gospel of Jesus. The twelve disciples 
were apostles. Jesus trained them to be the first sent out on mission to start churches. 
People can still be apostles today.

SAY: A prophet is someone who hears and knows the will of God. That means he or she 
knows what God wants for certain groups of people to do or not do. In the Old Testament, 
the prophet was how God spoke to His people. Prophets today still challenge people when 
they might be going down the wrong path, and they can even reveal mysteries that only 
God knows.

SAY: An evangelist is like a recruiter for a sports team, only it’s God’s team instead. They 
are great speakers and can get people to listen to them talk about being a Jesus follower. 
They also see those who might get forgotten and seek them out to bring them into the 
community of the church.

SAY: A shepherd in the Old Testament was someone who took care of sheep. There 
are still people who do that today, but this kind of shepherd is someone who takes 
care of other people. If you think of people as being like sheep, which can be not smart 
sometimes, we need a shepherd to help keep us from getting hurt, lost, or forgotten. A 
shepherd is someone who makes sure you are okay.

SAY: A teacher is someone in the church who reads and studies God’s Word really well. 
Teachers help us understand what God is saying to His people in the Bible. They are very 
good at speaking and helping us hear what God wants us to know. They can explain 
Scripture that might be hard to understand in a way that we can understand it.

PRAY: Holy God, thank You for making apples that give us some of the nutrition we need. 
Please help us to remember that we can serve You in many different ways, and help us to 
see how You want each of us, as individuals, to serve. Thank You for guiding us with Your 
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Additional Resources for Parents:
 • There is a link to the teaching video to go along with the teaching.
  - Trackers of Faith Video
 • There are teaching graphics and activity sheets to go along with the  
  teaching based on grade.
  - A – Kindergarten & 1st Grade
  - B – 2nd & 3rd Grades
  - C – 4th & 5th Grades

https://youtu.be/WaNGRRD7qcc
http://www.orchardpodcasts.com/resource//34A.pdf
http://www.orchardpodcasts.com/resource//34B.pdf
http://www.orchardpodcasts.com/resource//34C.pdf

