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Hello GrowZone Parents!

Thanks for checking out our online resource and walking your family through this week’s 
Trackers of Faith lesson. Read Matthew 4:18–20 and Luke 5:1–11. Today’s lesson is a bit of 
a review but goes into more depth about Jesus assembling His team of followers to help 
Him on His mission. Jesus chose His disciples rather than them applying to be His students 
as was the normal custom of the rabbi–student relationship. We see out of the gate that 
Jesus was turning things upside down and doing things differently. The disciples Jesus 
chose were not the kinds of people who would have applied to be a disciple, and yet they 
were obedient when Jesus called to them and invited them to follow Him.

Children are great fishers of people. Their simple desire to please God and fearlessness 
about witnessing to others makes them excellent disciple-makers.

MEMORY VERSE
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life 
will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it.
Matthew 16:24-25 (NIV)

From here - we will walk you through exactly what to do, scripture to read, videos to 
watch, and even worship song links to play. Continue to follow along as we dive into 
today’s lesson. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Greg

Start the video now and use the following prompts to help guide you.

WORSHIP
Call To Worship
Our call to worship is something we do each week before we worship in order to focus our 
hearts as we get to sing together. We would love to invite you to do this as you begin your 
time in the lesson.

Host/Parent Say: Just one thing!
Child Say: What thing?
Host/Parent Say: Live worthy!
Child Say: Live worthy of what? 
Host/Parent Say: The Gospel!
Child Say: What is that?
Everyone Say: Jesus came, died, and rose again, making a way to GOD!

https://youtu.be/r8W-1wuwcmg
http://Start the video now and use the following prompts to help guide you. 


LESSON
GrowZone Truths
Our GrowZone Truths are statements about God’s character and love for us that we 
recite each week as a reminder. These are simple statements, not simple that they aren’t 
important. But simple that they are easy for us to remember so that when we leave here, 
we can share them with others so they can also know how much God loves them and how 
much He wants us to love him.

Host/Parent Say: God loves me and made me…
Child Say: I am a child of God.
Host/Parent Say: Jesus died for my sins…
Child Say: I am forgiven. 
Host/Parent Say: Jesus is always with me…
Child Say: I have nothing to fear.
Host/Parent Say: I am called by Jesus…
Child Say: To love others.
Host/Parent Say: God gives us joy…
Child Say: So I will have fun! 

TEACHING
READ: Matthew 4:18–20 and Luke 5:1–11

SAY: One day Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee. It was actually a really big lake 
where men would catch fish. In fact, if you were to walk about the beach, you would pass 
by one boat after another! The men would be working hard emptying their fishing nets 
and getting their fish gathered to take them to the market to sell.

SAY: Jesus walked by many boats but stopped and watched two particular men. These 
men were Simon Peter and his brother, Andrew. They were working very hard and were 
frustrated about not catching any fish the night before.

SAY: Jesus went up to their boat and asked them if they could go back out in the water 
a little way. Then He did a strange thing. He climbed in the boat with them! He started 
teaching from the boat, and the crowd along the shore started listening to Him!

SAY: After Jesus was done teaching, He said to Simon, “Go out into the deeper water and 
put your nets down again.” Simon answered, “Teacher, we’ve worked all night trying to 
catch fish and we haven’t caught anything. But because you asked me to, I will go let the 
nets down again.”

SAY: As soon as they let their nets down, they caught so many fish their nets began to 
break! They started waving at their friends in the boat next to them (the cutout boat on 
the tarp). They began filling both boats with so many fish they both began to sink!



SAY: All the fishermen were amazed at what Jesus had done. Simon Peter bowed down to 
Jesus and said, “Lord, you shouldn’t be near me, I am sinful.” Simon Peter, Andrew, their 
friends in the other boat named James and John, and all the fishermen were amazed at 
what Jesus had done. Then Jesus said to all of them, “Come, follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of people.”

ASK: What do you think you would do if Jesus said that to you?

SAY: Maybe instead of fishing, you are playing with a friend and Jesus comes to you and 
says, “Come, follow Me.”

ASK: Would you tell Jesus to hold on a minute while you walk your friend home, or go tell 
your parents, or clean up your room first?

SAY: Well, these men immediately left everything they were doing and went with Jesus. 
They didn’t even take all those fish to market! They left their boat and nets and followed 
Jesus.

ASK: What do you think it was about Jesus that made the men believe they could trust 
Him? Why do you think they left everything to follow Him?

SAY: Altogether Jesus asked twelve men to be His disciples—His followers. All these men 
believed what Jesus said and followed His example. They played a real-life version of the 
game we played at the beginning, except they didn’t wave their arms; they helped Jesus 
tell others about God. That made them fishers of people.

SAY: These men were not all fishermen before they became Jesus’ followers. They came 
from very different backgrounds and were not perfect like Jesus. But what made them 
special is that they wanted to be like Jesus and help spread the good news about who 
Jesus was.

ASK: Do you think Jesus would like for us to be His disciples too?

SAY: Jesus would very much like for us to follow Him and be His disciples. That doesn’t 
mean leaving your family now, but it might mean you become a missionary when you’re 
older. It might mean you help out at church or simply just show and tell your friends about 
Jesus’ words and deeds (actions) in the Bible. You can be a Jesus follower right now, right 
where you are.

ASK: What are some ways we can show Jesus we are following Him?

ASK: What are some other ways we can show others we are following Jesus?



PRAY: Jesus, thank You for being the original fisher of people. Thank You for seeking out 
Peter and Andrew and the others to be Your first disciples. We want to continue to follow 
You as they did and make disciples. Help us by Your Holy Spirit to follow what You said 
and did so that others will see You in us. Amen.

Additional Resources for Parents:
 • There is a link to the teaching video to go along with the teaching.
  - Trackers of Faith Video
 • There are teaching graphics and activity sheets to go along with the  
  teaching based on grade.
  - A – Kindergarten & 1st Grade
  - B – 2nd & 3rd Grades
  - C – 4th & 5th Grades

https://youtu.be/uX8maIjE9tw
http://www.orchardpodcasts.com/resource//37A.pdf
http://www.orchardpodcasts.com/resource//37B.pdf
http://www.orchardpodcasts.com/resource//37C.pdf

