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Hello GrowZone Parents!

Thanks for checking out our online resource and walking your family through this week’s 
Trackers of Faith lesson. Throughout the Bible the concept of giving thanks is very 
important. People throughout history have understood the importance of giving thanks to 
God for His marvelous love and abundant blessings. Our country established the practice 
of giving thanks by observing the holiday of Thanksgiving early in its history. In today’s 
lesson, the students will learn about one of Israel’s important festivals—the Festival of 
Tabernacles—which was observed as a way of giving thanks for their harvest, and later 
for their deliverance from Egypt. They will also learn the importance of giving thanks 
throughout the year. To prepare for this lesson, you will want to read and be familiar with 
Psalm 136. To review background on the Feast of Tabernacles, you can read Leviticus 
23:33–43. 

MEMORY VERSE
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose.
Romans 8:28 (NIV)

From here - we will walk you through exactly what to do, scripture to read, videos to 
watch, and even worship song links to play. Continue to follow along as we dive into 
today’s lesson. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Greg

Start the video now and use the following prompts to help guide you.

WORSHIP
Call To Worship
Our call to worship is something we do each week before we worship in order to focus our 
hearts as we get to sing together. We would love to invite you to do this as you begin your 
time in the lesson.

Host/Parent Say: Just one thing!
Child Say: What thing?
Host/Parent Say: Live worthy!
Child Say: Live worthy of what? 
Host/Parent Say: The Gospel!
Child Say: What is that?
Everyone Say: Jesus came, died, and rose again, making a way to GOD!

https://youtu.be/Nqw5w5SqrTs


LESSON
GrowZone Truths
Our GrowZone Truths are statements about God’s character and love for us that we 
recite each week as a reminder. These are simple statements, not simple that they aren’t 
important. But simple that they are easy for us to remember so that when we leave here, 
we can share them with others so they can also know how much God loves them and how 
much He wants us to love him.

Host/Parent Say: God loves me and made me…
Child Say: I am a child of God.
Host/Parent Say: Jesus died for my sins…
Child Say: I am forgiven. 
Host/Parent Say: Jesus is always with me…
Child Say: I have nothing to fear.
Host/Parent Say: I am called by Jesus…
Child Say: To love others.
Host/Parent Say: God gives us joy…
Child Say: So I will have fun! 

TEACHING
READ: Psalm 136 & Leviticus 23:33–43

SAY: On the fourth Thursday of every November, we celebrate Thanksgiving. This national 
holiday is to remember that the early pilgrims were helped by their Native American 
neighbors early on in America’s history. But today we’re going to focus on another 
celebration—the Feast of Tabernacles. It’s a thanksgiving celebration found right in the 
Bible! 

ASK: Do you know what a tabernacle is?

SAY: It’s four syllables long: TA-BER-NA- CLE. A tabernacle is another name for a tent. 
It was a temporary, ancient structure used for living in, worshipping, and for any other 
purposes that required shelter. The reason tabernacles were popular back then is that they 
could be taken down and moved around as needed.

SAY: Let’s think back to the story of Moses, Israel, and Egypt. But first, let me give you a 
little lesson in ancient farming. In Bible times, people would often go out from their homes 
and live in the fields where they were gathering their harvest. They might be far from 
home or be very tired after a long day, so they would need to sleep right there—in the 
middle of all the work! This is why they would raise a tabernacle (or tent!). They picked 
their harvest of fruit, vegetables, or other grains, they would then go into their tents and 
get ready for the next day, without having traveling back to their homes. This saved them 
time and energy.



SAY: Now, back to the story of Moses. There came a time when God freed His people 
from Egypt by using Moses as their leader. But after they left Egypt, in order to get to the 
promised land, where Israel would settle in and build homes, they had to travel through a 
large desert, raising tabernacles along the way. They basically had to live in tents! Any time 
they moved, they had to pick up their tabernacles, and then make them again later that 
day in order to have a place to sleep!

SAY: Now, do you like making your bed every morning! If I know anything about making 
beds, I bet most of you struggle to do it every morning! Well, imagine if you had to make 
your tabernacle every morning! Then load it up on a donkey, carry it along, and raise it 
again in order to sleep that night! That sounds like hard work!

SAY: Once Israel settled into the promised land—where they built homes and had 
wonderful land—God didn’t want them to forget where they came from. So once a year, 
God wanted the Israelites to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. Every family would travel 
to the Temple in Jerusalem, put up a tent, and live and sleep in there for seven days. This 
was in order to remember that God delivered them from Egypt, since they had to live in 
the tents as they journeyed to the promised land. Also, it would help them remember that 
God provided a wonderful harvest for them, since the harvesters would live in tabernacles 
out in the fields! The Feast of Tabernacles was a special celebration in which God’s people 
could give thanks to God for His faithfulness.

SAY: The Feast of Tabernacles helped Israel remember two things: 1) that the harvest was 
faithfully provided for them by God, and 2) that God delivered them from Egypt.

SAY: However, for Christian believers, this attitude of gratitude should not just occur once 
a year, at a time like Thanksgiving. The Bible is very clear about this. Let me have another 
volunteer come help me share this scripture.

READ: “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4)

SAY: Rejoice is another word for celebrating and giving thanks. When does this verse tell 
us to rejoice or give thanks? Always! When is always? Every day in every circumstance. No 
matter what is going on in our lives, we can always find things for which to be thankful.

PRAY: Lord, we are very thankful today for Your many blessings. We know we could never 
thank You for everything You have done, for You have done so much for us. But right now, 
we want to say thank You for these things. (Pause and tell them to silently list things they 
are thankful for and tell God thank You.)

PRAY: Lord, Your goodness and love endure forever. Help us to continue to have an 
attitude of gratitude. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 



Resources for Parents:
 • There are teaching graphics and activity sheets to go along with the  
  teaching based on grade.
  - A – Kindergarten & 1st Grade
  - B – 2nd & 3rd Grades
  - C – 4th & 5th Grades

http://www.orchardpodcasts.com/resource//THANKSGIVING_A.pdf
http://www.orchardpodcasts.com/resource//THANKSGIVING_B.pdf
http://www.orchardpodcasts.com/resource//THANKSGIVING_C.pdf

