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GOD IS FATHER



Hello GrowZone Parents!

Thanks for checking out our online resource and walking your family through this week’s 
Trackers of Faith lesson. The story of the prodigal son, told by Jesus Himself, is a great 
illustration of the kind of loving Father we have. Read
all of Luke 15:11–32 in preparation for the lesson. The part we are zeroing in on is at the 
sight of his son, the father shows a grand display of love and affection as he runs to him, 
like no self-respecting Jew would do at the time. The father receives his son, accepting 
him back as a son, not a servant. The son never expected his father to respond this way 
and neither did the other brother who stayed home and did what he was supposed to do. 
Really, both these sons were lost in different ways; they just didn’t know it. Jesus is telling 
us in this parable that we have a Father who is searching for His children—those who are 
far and those who near. 

MEMORY VERSE
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
Genesis 1:1

From here - we will walk you through exactly what to do, scripture to read, videos to 
watch, and even worship song links to play. Continue to follow along as we dive into to-
day’s lesson. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Greg

Start the video now and use the following prompts to help guide you.

WORSHIP
Call To Worship
Our call to worship is something we do each week before we worship in order to focus our 
hearts as we get to sing together. We would love to invite you to do this as you begin your 
time in the lesson.

Host/Parent Say: Just one thing!
Child Say: What thing?
Host/Parent Say: Live worthy!
Child Say: Live worthy of what? 
Host/Parent Say: The Gospel!
Child Say: What is that?
Everyone Say: Jesus came, died, and rose again, making a way to GOD!

LESSON
GrowZone Truths
Our GrowZone Truths are statements about God’s character and love for us that we recite 
each week as a reminder. These are simple statements, not simple that they aren’t import-
ant. But simple that they are easy for us to remember so that when we leave here, we can 

https://youtu.be/D5b9fGvG624


share them with others so they can also know how much God loves them and how much 
He wants us to love him.

Host/Parent Say: God loves me and made me…
Child Say: I am a child of God.
Host/Parent Say: Jesus died for my sins…
Child Say: I am forgiven. 
Host/Parent Say: Jesus is always with me…
Child Say: I have nothing to fear.
Host/Parent Say: I am called by Jesus…
Child Say: To love others.
Host/Parent Say: God gives us joy…
Child Say: So I will have fun! 

TEACHING
READ: Luke 15:11-32

SAY: This story is told by Jesus Himself to help explain how His Father in heaven, and our 
heavenly Father, loves us. The Father in the story is just like God the Father. The story 
helps to show us that even when we walk away from God, He still loves us and wants us 
to come back. There is nothing that we could ever do to make God the Father love us any 
less than He already does. In fact, He loved us so much He made the earth and all that is in 
it for us to enjoy. 

ASK: Do your parents ever give you presents? Why do you think they do it? Is it because 
you deserve them? Or do you think it might be because they love you and want to show 
that love? 

SAY: Our heavenly Father is the giver of all good and perfect gifts. God freely gives us His 
love and forgiveness when we make mistakes. Just like the father in our story today, He 
welcomes us back with open arms and throws a party for us when we come back home. 

SAY: The Bible also tells us that we are all God’s children. In Galatians 4:6, it says, “Because 
you are sons and daughters, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba, 
Father!’” (CEB). 

SAY: What that means is that because God the Father sent His Son (Jesus) and gave us 
the Holy Spirit, we don’t have to be separated from God because of our sins. God’s gift of 
love for us is that He made a way possible to be called His sons and daughters. That makes 
us part of God’s family. God is our Father. One of the words for father in Hebrew is “Abba.” 
It literally means “daddy” or “papa.” There are many places in the Bible that call God our 
Father, “Abba.” Jesus calls Him “Abba.” And when we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we really 
should be saying, “Our Abba (daddy), who art in heaven . . .” 



SAY: Abba is the most personal form of God’s name that shows us that He is a loving Fa-
ther. God the Father is the one we can fully trust. Our Daddy God is the one who provides 
for us and gives us everything we need. Our Abba Father knows everything about us be-
cause He is the one who created us. 

ASK: Have you ever had a bad dream or scraped your knee and wanted your parents to 
come make you feel better and comforted? 

SAY: Our Father God wants us to come to Him when we are hurt and to call out to Him. 
That is why Jesus prays to God the Father to help Him right before He dies on the cross 
for our sins. Jesus needed God the Father’s strength, and so do we! 

ASK: Can you tell me a time when you needed to pray to God and ask for help or 
strength? Did you feel comforted by knowing He was listening? (Allow for responses.) 

ASK: Now let’s see if we can answer our questions from the beginning of the lesson.
 • Why is God our Father? (He created us.) 
 • Why does God the Father love us? (He created us.) 
 • How does God the Father show us His love? (He made the world for us and 
sent us His Son.) 

SAY: Today we tracked our faith by learning about who is God our Father.
God the Father is Jesus’ Father, and Jesus wants to lead us to God so we can call God 
“Abba” or “Daddy” just like Jesus does. As we follow Jesus, we are led to the Father who 
loves us all very much. He is a wonderful Father and a wonderful God. 

PRAY: Father, thank You for not ever giving up on us. Thank You that You love Your sons 
and daughters so much that You welcome us home even when we go the wrong direction. 
Give us courage to help one another stay close to You so we don’t choose to wander off. 

Additional Resources for Parents:
 • There is a link to the teaching video to go along with the teaching.
  - Trackers of Faith Video
 • There are teaching graphics and activity sheets to go along with the  
  teaching based on grade.
  - A – Kindergarten & 1st Grade
  - B – 2nd & 3rd Grades
  - C – 4th & 5th Grades

https://youtu.be/qIzqJ6UjKec
http://www.orchardpodcasts.com/resource//2A.pdf
http://www.orchardpodcasts.com/resource//2B.pdf
http://www.orchardpodcasts.com/resource//2C.pdf

